[Hemoculture: sensitive technique in the detection of Trypanosoma cruzi in chagasic patients in the chronic phase of Chagas disease].
The sensitivity of hemocultures, performed once or three times, was investigated in 52 patients in the chronic phase of Chagas disease. Modifications were introduced in the technique such as, processing the blood more rapidly, gently homogenizing the cultures and examining them after 120 days of culture. Our results show a high percent age of positivity i.e. 79% and 94% of patients submitted, respectively, to one or three tests. No significant differences related to the patients age were detected, which varied from 14 to 82 years old. Our results demonstrate that hemoculture is a sensitive method for the parasitological diagnosis of Chagas disease and is ideal for monitoring cure in treated patients.